
Aaron Childress and Brittney Spratt crowned 

Mr. KCBC & Miss KCGC 2008-2009 

Chorister Spotlight: Ralvell Rogers, II  

TWO OCTAVES  

The Kansas City Boys Choir 

and The Kansas City Girls 

Choir held its annual scholar-

ship banquet on August 1, 

2008. The theme for the schol-

arship banquet òBuilding Char-

acter and Class Beyond To-

morrowó was well received by 

the nearly 400 in attendance. 

The 2009 Mr. KCBC and Miss 

KCGC was crowned at the 

event and the runners-up were 

also revealed. First Runner Up 

for Mr. KCBC 2009 was Paul 

òTreyó Newman,III. The First 

runner up for Miss KCGC 2009 

was Nyla Wofford. The title of 

Mr. KCBC 2009 went to Aaron 

Childress. Aaron is also a 

graduating senior this year.  

Brittney Spratt was named 

Miss KCGC for 2009 . The 

Scholarship Banquet is an im-

portant event for the choirs 

because the 

proceeds are used to provide 

scholarships to graduating senior 

choir members. The event was 

held at the downtown Marriott 

Hotel and was hosted by WDAF 

Fox 4 News Anchor-woman 

Ralvell Rogers, II is our Spot-

light Chorister for our first 

2009 issue of Two Octaves 

Newsletter. He attends Ervin 

Middle School and enjoys bas-

ketball, cross country, track & 

field, and karate. As if thatõs 

not enough, he also enjoys 

playing the guitar, drums, and 

tenor saxophone. Ralvell is a 

member of the Cougar Band at his 

school, and is an Honor Roll Stu-

dent. He has two siblings, both of 

them sisters. He has been a part of 

the KCBC for almost 3 years and 

enjoys performing and traveling 

with the group. When asked why 

he enjoys being a part of the 

KCBC, he simply answers òItõs just a 

lot of fun!ó Our congrats to Ralvell.   
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Aaron Childress holds the title of  

Mr. KCBC 2009.  

Ms. Shelli Lockhart. The Keynote 

speaker, Kansas City, Missouri 

Municipal Judge Mr. Ardie 

Bland, delivered an arousing and 

thought provoking   dissertation 

on òThe Importance of Building 

Characteró. Five scholarships 

were awarded to the seniors. 

 

Mark your  
calendars  

 
April 19, 2009  

 
KCBC & KCGC 
Annual Spring  
Concert 2009  

 
For Ticket  

Information Call:  
(816) 474 -SING  

Ralvell Rogers, II 

Brittney Spratt smiles as 

she is crowned  Miss KCGC 

2009 by former Miss KCGC 

2008 Mickael McNeil.  

Eight seniors to graduate this 

August. Story on page five.  



We are all aware of the fact that 

teen violence is a growing prob-

lem in our communities, but what 

do teens have to say about it? On 

Saturday, March 21st at the KCBC 

& KCGC Summit teens talked 

openly about their experiences 

and discussed their concerns re-

lated to teen violence. Each cho-

rister was encouraged to bring a 

friend along to the event. Guest 

speakers included radio personality 

and social worker Delores Jones, 

community activist Airrick Leonard 

West, local songwriter and positive 

Rapp  artist Castello, and former 

Miss Black Missouri Erikka Dunn. 

The kids had a lot of fun and enjoyed 

door prizes and lunch  while bring-

ing awareness to the issues.  

KCBC & KCGC Hosts First Annual Teen Summit 
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Staff member Ms. Lynn (far left) listens intently with the girls as 

they  discuss recent headline news about domestic violence. 

Guest speaker Airrick Leonard West talks to KCGC members 

about staying free of drama and violence in their relationships. 

Songwriter, Rapp Artist, and Entertainer  

Castello performs for the choristers in the 

auditorium right before lunch.  

The KCBC and KCGC turned lots of heads last December 19th. Both choirs 

were invited to perform at The FASO Gallery of Contemporary Art on 31st & 

Troost Avenue. The event, hosted by Kevin Battle, Lorenzo Butler, Bob  

Kendricks, and Mike Hill, featured the songbook of Mr. AhôLee Robinson. The 

program entitled Always This One Song was a fund raiser which required atten-

dees to bring two can goods for the Harvesters food bank. The boys looked very 

handsome in their tuxedos while the girls looked classy and beautiful in  black 

dresses with brightly colored magenta monogrammed silk scarves.   

Choristers perform at Black Tie Art Gallery Event 

 
 

Several KCBC and KCGC members 
have been invited to perform on the 
main stage at Starlight Theatre on 
May 16th.  The theme of the event is 
òLight of Tomorrowó. The perform-
ance portion of the show occurs at 
the end of the evening. The choris-
ters will be performing for over 500 
of the Kansas City areaõs CEOs, phil-
anthropic leaders, and arts organi-
zation supporters.  The choir mem-
bers will perform 30-45 minutes of a 
custom-written òshowó that is non-
stop music and dancing! For more 
information, please call: 
           (816) 474-SING 

Starlight Gala! 
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 

Come See Us! 

Ms. Diane Scott, Community Service Coordinator, kept our choristers very busy last year, and this year is proving to be no different! 

Our choristers must complete 50 hours of community service each year. These photos are from the Waddell & Reed Marathon and 

other community projects. The choristers helped by passing out cold drinks to the runners. Our kids had a great time! Other commu-

nity service projects that our choristers have participated in include The Bridal Spectacular coat check at the Overland Park Conven-

tion Center, Salvation Army Bell Ringing, KCBC & KCGC Walk-a-Thon, Plaza Art Fair, Kansas City Rhythm & Ribs, 2008 Junior 

Olympics Track & Field, and local nursing home caroling during the month of December. We build character by giving back! 

KCGC chorister Carmen Bradford works the refreshment 

station at the W&R Marathon Event. Great job Carmen!  

KCBC members  JaõRon Stearns, Paul òTrey ò Newman,  & 

Logan Smith work the coat check at  The Bridal  Spectacular.  

Choristers and Staff Members pose for a photo at the 

Waddell & Reed Kansas City Marathon last Fall.  

Choristers Bianca Anthony and Brittney Spratt wait for 

thirsty runners as they head to the finish line.  

Community Service Coordinator Ms. Diane Scott gives 

instruction to the girls for their service project.  

April 30, 2009 Crown Center Spring Concert  24th & Grand Ave. 7:00 

pm.  KCBC & KCGC 

May 14, 2009 Kansas City Young Audiences Annual Luncheon  Hyatt 

Regency Crown Center.  2345 McGee Street 11:30 am KCBC & KCGC 

July 5, 2009 Starlight Theatre Spotlight Stage  5:30 pm  (KCGC Only) 

July 10, 2009 Gethesame Church  50th  Anniversary  Celebration  7:00 

pm.  KCBC & KCGC. 

July 19, 2009 Starlight Theatre Spotlight Stage  6:30 pm (KCBC Only) 

September 12, 2009 US Power Squadrons Banquet  Hyatt Regency  

Crown Center.  7:30 pm  (KCBC Only) 

August 7, 2009 13th Annual Scholarship Banquet  Location TBD.  
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Brian Kennedy Keynote Speaker  

for August 2009 Scholarship Banquet 
Producer, Songwriter, Musician, Innovator, Phenomenon, Grammy 
Award Winner and  KCBC Alumni. All of these words describe 
Brian Kennedy, Kansas Cityõs own international star! 
 
At the age of four, Kennedy taught himself to play piano. Sensing 
his amazing talent, his parents immediately enrolled him in classi-
cal piano lessons. By age 18, he had already generated national 
interest as one of the top up-and-coming producers.  Since then, 
Seals has been the music industryõs best-kept secret. Now, at age 
23, the industry is buzzing and the word is out about the multi-
faceted musician.  
 
Since 2001, he has worked with over 100 artists, producers, 
songwriters, labels and networks, including: Universal Records, 
Raphael Saadiq, J-Records, Warner Bros., Interscope, Hidden 
Beach, Dr. Dre, Capital Records, Ciara, FOX, Fergie (of the Black 
Eyed Peas), The Pussycat Dolls, CNN, Omarion, Kelis, The Clipse, 
Angie Stone, Jill Scott, Glenn Lewis, Tank, Marques Houston, 
Mario Vasquez, Dirrty Entertainment, Luke & Q, J-Valentine, Lela 
James, Miguel, Bow Wow, Jackie Jackson, Nelly, and Will.I.Am 
(of the Black Eyed Peas).  
 
He has also worked with award-winning entertainer Jamie Foxx, 
production powerhouses Harvey Mason Jr. and Damon Thomas 
(of the Grammy award-winning production team the Underdogs), 
Kenneth "Babyface" Edmonds and legendary songwriter Diane 
Warren. Most recently, Kennedy's talents have secured him a 
placement on multi-platinum recording artist Ciara's sophomore 
CD " The Evolution." Kennedy produced and co-wrote òMy Love,ó 
which critics have labeled one of the hottest tracks on the project. 
While his credits read like a seasoned veteran, the young phe-
nom is still etching his way to the top of his game.  

 
And before heõs finished, Kennedy will likely be able to add yet 
another powerful word to his growing list of accomplishmentsé 
Legend! We are excited and honored to have Brian as our Key-
note Speaker at our 13th Annual Scholarship Banquet this year. 

A New Look for  

KCBC & KCGC 
Be on the look out for a few surprises on April 
19th! The young men of the Kansas City Boys 
Choir will have a new, sophisticated look! Our 
boy choir members will be sporting new, classic 
burgundy blazers at the spring concert this 
month.  The blazers will feature classic styling 
with gold buttons.  
 
Likewise, the Kansas City Girls Choir will have a 
few surprises of their own. Look for the girls 
new outfits to be a show stopper! The lady cho-
risters will be draped in beautiful, floor length  
emerald green dresses...just in time for spring! 
The satin piping around the scoop neckline and 
bodice adds an elegant touch of glamour.  
 
Donations from our supporters make it possible 
for our choristers to look good and feel even 
better in their new attire. Would you like to 
become a donor? Please call 816-474-SING or 
go to our website at www.kcboychoir.org to  

donate on line. As a special thank you, you will 
receive a customized KCBC or KCGC pen. 

 
 

 

Our very own  KCBC chorister Logan Smith was named Valedictorian 
of his graduating class at East High School! Logan has always stood 
out as a leader and was honored with the title of Mr. KCBC for 2007-
2008.  His commitment to community service is outstanding. KCBC Pro-
gram Director Ms. Jessie Ward commented: òLogan worked very hard 
to represent his senior class as Valedictorian. He is well deserving of 
the honor and I know he will represent us welló. Ditto that Ms. Jessie! 
Best wishes Logan! We know that you will do great things in the future. 

The KCBC & KCGC have been invited to perform 

at Husch Blackwell Sanders South Africa Free-

dom Day. The choristers will sing the South  

African National Anthem. ñWe are so pleased to 

be invited back to perform again this year. The 

boys and girls really enjoyed themselves at this 

event last year and we appreciate the opportunityò, 

said Director AhôLee Robinson. Look for more 

information  to come, or call (816) 474-SING. 
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Keara Carruth, our only female chorister graduating this year, attends Don Bosco Charter High School located on Brook-

lyn Avenue in Kansas City, MO. Keara has been a member of her high school debate team and cheerleading squad. She also 

enjoys volleyball and track. Keara is a founding member of the KCGC. As a Vocal Music Director for the Childrenôs Choir 

at Bowers Memorial CME Church, she works with children ages 5-11. Kearaôs career aspirations: ñTo become a criminal 

justice lawyerò. Her favorite saying is ñYou must believe in yourself to achieve your goalsò. We believe in you Keara! Con-

gratulations and continue to reach for the stars. 

Aaron Childress has been a member of the KCBC for eight years. Aaron was nominated Mr. KCBC 2008-2009 at our 

2008 Scholarship Banquet which is the highest honor given to a KCBC chorister. Aaron will graduate from Westport High 

School,  has been a member of  the football team, and played baseball with the Kansas City Baptist Temple baseball league. 

He enjoys singing, dancing, drawing, and making people laugh! Aaron plans to attend Penn Valley Community College and 

will pursue a career as a sports agent. He serves as a junior deacon at Peace Baptist Church. We wish Aaron all the very best. 

You are truly an inspiration! 

Anthony Mondaine has been with the KCBC for two years and is senior class President at Van Horn High School. He 

plans to attend Penn Valley Community College this fall. His long term goal: Attend Lincoln University and pursue a medi-

cal degree. Anthony is also President of the Student Council at Van Horn and a Jr. Deacon at Greater New Home Baptist 

Church. As the Asst. Youth Choir Director and Mass Choir Director  he enjoys working with young choristers ages 9 to 17. 

When he is not working with kids, or singing with the KCBC, he works at The Gown Gallery. His favorite scripture is Phil-

lipians 4:13: ñI can do all things through Christ who strengthens meò. This young man is a great role model. Best wishes 

Anthony...we will miss you! 

Christopher Russell will graduate from Grandview High School and will attend Lincoln University, an HBCU. He plans 

to major in Business with a minor in Music. Chris has been with the KCBC for two years. Performing with the choir and 

working with Mr. AhôLee is what Chris says he will miss the most, however he plans to come back and assist as an alumni 

member. Chrisôs favorite word:  CHARACTER! Why? ñBecause your character is who you really are, while your reputation 

is merely what others think of you.ò  Chris, we know you will achieve because you believe! Congratulations to Chriséwe 

will be watching for great things from you, and we know you will make us PROUD! 

Logan Smith is the President of his senior class at East High School. Logan  has also been chosen to represent his class as 

Valedictorian. The 17 year old has been with the choir for over five years and will attend the University of Missouri after 

graduation. He has a passion for computers and science and enjoys alternative rock music. When asked about his future am-

bitions, he answered ñI want to be successful in life and live it for the glory of God.ò Logan is President of the Future Busi-

ness Leaders of America and is listed in the Whoôs Who Among High School Students. Logan, you are a shining staré. 

keep on shining and congratulations. 

Leonard Tann is a graduating senior at Paseo Performing Arts Academy where he is a member of the Gospel Choir, and 

Chamber Choir. Leonard is a State and District Vocal Competition Champion where is scored perfect scores in two solo 

performances. He is currently starring in a supporting actor role in the stage play Bubblinô Brown Sugar, a musical revue 

written by Loften Mitchell. Leonard has been a member of the boys choir for two years and plans to attend the University of 

Arkansas after graduation where he will major in Music with a minor in Business.  As a member of  Southside First Baptist 

Church  he serves as Youth President and the V.P. of Baptist Youth of Missouri. This multi-talented young man will surely 

be missed. Leonard, we wish you  all the very best in the future. 

JaôRon Stearns is graduating from Raytown High School and  has been with the KCBC for five years.  After graduation, 

JaôRon plans to attend Longview Community College for two years, and continue his education by attending Full Sail Uni-

versity in Winter Park, FL. He has chosen Music & Production as his major and plans to pursue a professional singing ca-

reer. When asked what he will miss the most about the boys choir, JaôRon says ñEverything! But I plan to come back from 

time to time to help out Mr. AhôLee.ò JaôRonôs favorite motto: ñJust Do Itò When asked who motivates him the most, 

JaôRon answered ñMy father, Edward Stearns. Although I donôt get to see him as much as I would like, he still supports and 

inspires me.ò JaôRon is a true gentleman and an outstanding role model for others. Best wishes to JaôRon! 

Austin Washington has been a KCBC chorister for ten years! He will graduate from Raytown Senior High. Austin has 

participated in music programs, choir, theatre, and basketball at Raytown High. As a long time member of St. James Church, 

he is part of the youth group and works with the sound and stage crew. He plans to pursue a  music career and work with 

former KCBC member and recording artist Brian Seals after graduation. Austinôs favorite saying :òOnly the strong sur-

vive...whatever you want in life, push until you get it. Step up and take your spot!ò  We will certainly miss Austinôs person-

ality, his infectious smile, and his wonderful singing voice! Many blessings to you Austiné..we wish you continued  

success.  

 

 

Eight Seniors to Graduate at 13th Annual Scholarship Banquet in August  



Spring Concert 2009: òPieces of a Dream with Simple Giftsó 

òA whole new appreciationó 
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Our choristers are ready to sing, 

dance, and entertain you at our  

Annual Spring Concert.  The choirs 

will perform songs such as Simple 

Gifts, Somewhere Over the Rain-
bow, Youôll Never Walk Alone, and I 

Believe.  The audience will appreci-

ate and enjoy the choreographed 

selections that will be performed 
with the songs. The program, enti-

tled ñPieces of a Dream with Simple 

Giftsò will debut the KCBCôs new 

crested blazers. A grant from the 
Francis Family Foundation made it 

possible for the choristers to sport 

their new spring look. For ticket 

information, please call (816) 474 -
SING. We hope to see you there!  

(The following letter was received from a KCBC Parent) 

 
April 3, 2009 
 
Good Morning Mr. AhôLee, 
 
I hope my e-mail finds you well today. I just wanted to say ñthank youò. Not 
that I didnôt realize all the work that you do with the boys, because I did. I am 
very thankful that Hunter has you as his Choir Director. Hunter and all the 
other boys are very blessed to have you.   
 
Last night was Hunterôs spring concert at his school. Chimes were on the 
program first, and Hunter lead the kids in with their chime instruments. 
Hunter walked in ñat attentionò, with shoulders back, head straight to his 
position at the table. He stood tall while waiting for the Director to give  
 instruction. Then the choir walked in after the chime group. As I looked 
across at the kids, I suddenly had a whole new  appreciation for the KCBC.  
 
Hunter really stood out...he was at his KCBC best...clean, crisp pressed 
pants and shirt, polished black shoes, socks, and belt...all the way down to 
the way he stood on stage! He stood straight, shoulders back, head up and 
eyes fixed straight ahead on the Director and only moving at his cue.  
 
I looked across at the other students and noticed how ñwiggly squigglyò they 
all were (lol!!). At that moment, I suddenly had a greater appreciation for 
your expectations, direction, and professionalism.  As I focused in on Hunter, 
I could clearly see how serious his passion for music is.  Whether he is play-
ing an instrument or singing, he performs with such zeal and love for music.  
 
Thank you Mr. AhôLee. I have no idea what is in store for Hunter when it 
comes to music, however whatever it is, he is well trained and groomed 
because of you. Have an awesome day! 
 
 
Misty Fuimaono 



Meet Aaron, Mr. KCBC 2008-2009 

My name is Brittney Spratt.  I am the youngest of two children. I 

attend Raytown South High School and I am currently a member of 

Student Council and the Debate Team.  In the near future I hope to 

join the yearbook staff.  I am also going to try out for the track team.  

In addition to all those extracurricular activities, I am taking ad-

vanced classes.  I know that I have a lot of work to do, but I am ready 

to rise to the occasion. My favorite activity is singing.  I am really 

interested in learning to play the piano. I was a part of the school 

band in middle school where I learned to play the clarinet. I am 

proud to be Miss KCGC and I enjoy representing the girls choir. 

Meet Brittney, Miss KCGC 2008-2009 
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Hi! Iôm Aaron Childress, a graduating senior of Westport High 

School.  I enjoy a variety of sports, but football and baseball are 

my passion.  I play with the Westport High School Tigers varsity 

football team.  For four years, I played baseball with the Kansas 

City Baptist Temple baseball league.  Although I enjoy singing 

with the KCBC, I enjoy dancing, drawing and making people 

laugh even more.  My plan is to attend Penn Valley Community 

College following graduation.  I would love to play college foot-

ball and have a career as a sports agent. I am an active member of 

Peace Baptist Church and I serve as a junior deacon.  

Iôm also an active member of the Sunday School  

Education Department & enjoy helping others. 

Highlights from 12th Annual Scholarship Banquet  

Brittney Spratt  

Miss KCGC 2008-2009 

Aaron Childress 

Mr. KCBC 2008-2009 

Brittney is joined by Miss KCGC 2007 Mickael McNeil  
and 2008-2009 1st Runner Up Nyla Wofford. 

Aaron congratulates 2008-2009 1st Runner Up 
Paul ñTreyò Newman, III. On the far right: Mr. 

KCBC 2007 Logan Smith.  

Ms Lockhart & Marketing Dir.  
Terry Henderson 

The KCBC and KCGC perform at last years  

Annual Scholarship Banquet.  

Scholarship Banquet Keynote Speaker Judge Ardie 

Bland (left) enjoys a meal with  Choir  

Chairman Mike Hobson, Sr. 

Pictured left to right: Staff members Jessie Ward & 

Cynthia Fulks, KCYA Executive Dir. Harlan Brown-

lee, Opera Singer Robert McNichols, and Founder, 

CEO, & Artistic Director AhôLee Robinson. 

Arieana Owens, Kiara Lewis, and 

Nyla Wofford smile for the camera! 


